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Synopsis

The author of the bestselling The Sisters: The Saga of the Mitford FamilyA brings her trademark brio
and relish to the charming and fascinating world of the ChA¢teau de I'Horizon on the French
RivieraThe Riviera Set reveals the story of the group of people who lived, partied, bed-hopped and
politicked at the ChAg¢teau de I'Horizon near Cannes, over the course of forty years from the time
when Coco Chanel made southern French tans fashionable in the twenties to the death of the
playboy Prince Aly Khan in 1960. At the heart of dynamic group was the amazing Maxine Elliott, the
daughter of a fisherman from Connecticut, who built the beautiful art deco ChA¢teau and brought
together the likes of Noel Coward, the Aga Khan, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor and two very
saucy courtesans, Doris Castlerosse and Daisy Fellowes, who set out to be dangerous distractions
to Winston Churchill as he worked on his journalism and biographies during his ‘wilderness years’ in
the thirties. After the War the story continued as the ChA¢teau changed hands and Prince Aly Khan
used it to entertain the Hollywood set, as well as launch his seduction of and eventual marriage to
Rita Hayworth Bringing a bygone era back to life, Mary Lovell cements her spot as one of our top

social historians in this captivating and evocative new book. 16 pages of B&W photographs
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Customer Reviews

a ceLovell presents a textured and meticulously researched history of a scintillating era on the
Mediterranean coast.a « - Publishers Weekly (starred)a ceLovell packs in as many celebrities as
possible, which makes for an entertaining book.4 « - Kirkus Reviewsa ceThis work embodies a place

with personality and panache. Lovell does a fine job in providing the gossip without salaciousness in



this well-researched volume. Entertaining and well cited.a « - Library Journal

Mary Lovell is a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. She is the author of eight previous
biographies including the bestsellingA The Sisters: The Saga of the Mitford FamilyA andA The
Churchills.

What a great idea for a book A¢A A“ a look at the lives of the rich and/or famous told through the
prism of the French Riviera, and one house in particular, the ChAfA¢teau de IA¢A A™Horizon.
Mary LovellA¢A A™s absorbing account spans four decades, from the 1920s to the end of the 50s
and A¢A A“ very sensibly A¢A A“ she first gets the reader up to speed with the

chAfAg¢teauA¢A A™s first owner, the redoubtable Maxine Elliott. MaxineA¢A A™s life would be
difficult to make up. The daughter of a Maine sea captain, her chequered love life eventually leads
to stardom on the New York stage, and thence to London where she sets her cap at high society. A
complete Anglophile whose wise investments have made her a wealthy woman, she restores a
grand Hertfordshire house, Hartsbourne*, where the great and the good come to enjoy

A¢A AceSaturdays to MondaysA¢A A- (the word A¢A A"weekendA¢A A™ not yet having been
invented). When she finally sells up, she purchases a prime piece of real estate between Cannes
and Juan-les-Pins and, with a daring new architect, builds an extraordinary house set into the rocks.
A virtual WhoA¢A A™s Who of the British establishment and the cultural icons of the day flock to
enjoy her lavish hospitality. Churchill was her most frequent A¢A A“ and most beloved A¢A A
visitor. Then comes the war.Ms LovellA¢A A™s writing is eminently readable but even with the
authorA¢A A™s helpful footnotes there is inevitably some confusion for the reader with the
abundance of lords and ladies (I use the term loosely) and how they interrelate. The sybaritic
interest in sex does become a little wearing A¢A A“ what grubby lives those lotus-eaters led A¢A A
but Maxine herself remains a sympathetic character to whom Churchill was devoted and her
contribution to the war effort was immense. Later, ChAfA¢teau de IA¢A A™Horizon was bought by
the Aga Khan and his playboy son, Aly Khan, took over the reins. There in the post-war years,
Hollywood stars mingled with the money, sex was still the great driving force and the Riviera jet-set
life continued to be a cocktail more heady than an achingly dry Martini.* | had no idea Hartsbourne

had such an interesting history. It is near to where | live and is now a golf club.

Lovell wrote a brilliant, in-put-downable book on the Churchills (and lots of other interesting,readable

biography) , but it's hard to fathom where she is going with this. Much of it is rehash of the Churchill



book and what isn’t feels so familiar, it isn’t very interesting. But if you haven’t read her Churchill
book | highly recommend it. If you are interested in the Riviera of the period try Selina Hastings

fascinating book on Somerset Maugham, too.

Lovell transports the reader into another time and place - and its not fiction. It was an entertaining,
seriously researched read about an era and the lifestyle of the rich and famous, as well as the

infamous. Mary Lovell is a great story teller.

| won a free copy of this book from Goodreads First REads.A biography of a time and place that
truly captures the imagination. Starting with a mini biography of Maxine Elliot and her home on The
Riveria and moving into the prewar years of glitz and glamour and the power players that visited in
those golden years. Moving into the post war years and changes with a nice update of players at
the end. | knew some of these players and the idea that the Riveria is a place to see and be seen,
but this was more involved and a deeply interconnected set of powerful individuals from various

domains - aristocracy, royalty, and Hollywood. Engaging and interesting

This new book sustains the high standard of Mary S Lovell’s biographies, many others most of
which we own. Her chatty descriptions of well-researched people and events, her eye for weaving
together the various characters’ lives of that period, her own observations of the mores of the time,
make this a book both my husband and | can enjoy, as do many of our friends. A very worthwhile
addition to our collection of books on the eccentric and over the top goings on of the gratin of the

first half of the 20th century!

For a reader interested in the period of the decadent 1930s, a great read. Racily written, with the
book completed too quickly. Many superficial people, with the writing style paralleling the racey
nature of those individuals. Recommended to those who wish they were in the south of France in

the 1930s, and famous or financed!Peter J. Woodford.

| really enjoyed this book for the detailed view of what the Rivera was like in its’ golden age.

Very interesting view into this era

Download to continue reading...

The Riviera Set: Glitz, Glamour, and the Hidden World of High Society Fabulous Las Vegas in the


http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/1wyjp/the-riviera-set-glitz-glamour-and-the-hidden-world-of-high-society.pdf?r=JqQLzGssMVSYOu97%2BOo16JSkP%2Fykj48Z1nL59DShqTg%3D

50s: Glitz, Glamour & Games Guide To The Riviera From HyA'res To Viareggio. With Map Of The
Riviera And Street Plans Of HyA'res, Cannes, Nice, Monaco And Monte Carlo, Menton, San Remo
And Genoa. Numerous lllustrations Boudoir and Glamour Photography - 1000 Poses for Models
and Photographers: Boudoir, glamour and lingerie photography poses with instructions on
techniques ... * Master Pro Secrets Quick & Easy Book 9) High Fiber Recipes: 101 Quick and Easy
High Fiber Recipes for Breakfast, Snacks, Side Dishes, Dinner and Dessert (high fiber cookbook,
high fiber diet, high fiber recipes, high fiber cooking) 10 Best - Riviera Maya - Traverses: Cave
Diving Guide for Cave Divers in Mexico (10 Best Riviera Maya Traverses) French Riviera (Cote
d’Azur, Monaco & Marseilles): Travel. Overview of the best places to visit in French Riviera
(Cannes, Nice, Monte Carlo, Toulon, Frejus, Resorts & More) (Provence food) Provence Travel
Guide: Provence & the French Riviera: Travel Guide Booka "A Comprehensive 5-Day Travel Guide
to Provence & the French Riviera, France & Unforgettable ... (Best Travel Guides to Europe Series)
Las Vegas, Reno, Tahoe '98: The Complete Guide to the Glitz, the Gambling and the Great
Outdoors (Fodor's Gold Guides) Hidden Gems of the French Riviera and Corsica Jet Set: The
People, the Planes, the Glamour, and the Romance in Aviation’s Glory Years High Blood Pressure
Cure: How To Lower Blood Pressure Naturally in 30 Days (Alternative Medicine, Natural Cures,
Natural Remedies, High Blood Pressure ... Cures for High Blood Pressure, High Bl) The Riviera Set:
From Queen Victoria to Princess Grace Hidden Tahiti and French Polynesia: Including Moorea,
Bora Bora, and the Society, Austral, Gambier, Tuamotu, and Marquesas Islands (Hidden Travel)
Burn for Me: A Hidden Legacy Novel (Hidden Legacy series, Book 1) (Hidden Legacy Novels)
Westward Bound: Sex, Violence, the Law, and the Making of a Settler Society (Law and Society
Series Published in association with the Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History) Hidden
Wings Box Set - Books 1-4 with BONUS Novella: Hidden Wings Series Collection Fiji: The America
Geographical Society’s Around the World (American Geographical Society Around the World
Program) Fair Italy, the Riviera and Monte Carlo: Comprising a Tour Through North and South ltaly
an Loco Adventures - From Sea to Cenotes on Mexico’s Caribbean Coast: Diving and Snorkeling in

the Riviera Maya and Costa Maya


https://charissa-rabidoux.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://charissa-rabidoux.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://charissa-rabidoux.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://charissa-rabidoux.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

